
S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N
D U V A L  C O U N T Y  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  / /  I S S U E   1   / /  V O L U M E  1

FROM THE
EDITOR'S
DESK
BY GAIL ROBERTS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, EE/SS

It is with great pride that I 

welcome you to the 

Exceptional Education & 

Student Services digital 

newsletter, The Special 

Edition. I hope you will  come 

to know this as a place to find 

information as well as 

inspiration.   

In each edition, you will  be 

introduced to outstanding 

teachers, students, and 

programs for students with 

disabilities. The Special 

Edition will  also include 

answers to commonly asked 

questions about Exceptional  

Student Education and 

provide important and timely 

information about upcoming 

events and local community 

resources. I  sincerely hope 

you will  enjoy this new venue 

for information and 

involvement.   

I  appreciate your engagement 

and welcome your feedback 

as we plan upcoming issues of 

The Special Edition.   
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Please remember to 
complete the annual 
Exceptional Student 

Education (ESE) Parent 
Survey BY May 31st!  

 
Click here to be directed to 

the survey.  

Click the GO! button below to visit the 
Duval County Public Schools 

Exceptional Education & Student 
Services website for information on 
services, contacts, programs, parent 

services, community resources and so 
much more!  

Your feedback is 
important to us! 

GO!

http://www.esesurvey.com/LoginPlink.php
http://www.esesurvey.com/LoginPlink.php
https://dcps.duvalschools.org/Domain/4394


TEACHER 
SPOTLIGHT ON 
SHARYN PAPET
BY JONATHAN FELDMANN

 and activities, Papet had this 

to say, “We learn from each 

other. It ’s okay to borrow ideas 

from other teachers. The 

teaching community needs to 

collaborate. One teacher may 

be trying to figure out a visual 

schedule, another may be 

trying to set up center 

rotations, stil l  another may be 

assembling an object schedule. 

Why not visit each other more, 

learn from each other, and 

build each other up?” Papet 

says some of her ideas came 

from the classroom in Il l inois. 

She states that her room 

resembles that of the teacher 

she worked so closely with, 

“Her emphasis on a print rich, 

visually joyful learning 

environment and schedule- 

based room are what I borrow 

from her stil l  today!” Papet 

says she is constantly tying the 

IEP goals into the curriculum. 

She orders CDs, incorporates 

the student’s names into songs, 

and makes books. In fact, some 

of her vintage songbooks are 

made from cutouts from her 

own children’s ’  Highlight’s 

magazines from the 1990s. 

Unlike Mary Poppins, Papet is 

not saying she is “Practically 

perfect in every way,” but she 

has definitely stood out in the 

ESE teaching community. “I 

hope one day I can help other 

teachers learn what I have 

learned,” and that is why 

Sharyn Papet is our Spotlight 

Teacher for the month of 

March. 

Contributing writer Jonathan 
Feldmann is a Program Rep for 
the InD Program.    

“In every job that must be done, 

there is an element of fun. You 

find the fun, and SNAP! The job’s 

a game.” A quote most of us know 

from a popular 1960s Disney 

movie, they are also words to live 

by for one teacher at Mandarin 

Oaks Elementary. You will  find 

that statement in the email 

signature of Sharyn Papet, who 

teaches Pre-Kindergarten 

through 4th grade Participatory 

Level Academics, or PLA. Just l ike 

Mary Poppins, you will  notice her, 

every day, singing and playing 

with her students in the most 

interesting of ways. As you walk 

into her colorful classroom, you 

see an array of pictures, posters, 

manipulatives, switches for each 

subject, schedules and directions 

for every activity, and so much 

more. “Our whole world is visuals 

and icons,” Papet states. It almost 

looks like playtime, with learning 

mixed in. Everyone is 

participating in a variety of ways 

and no one is left without a way 

to communicate.   

The students are happy and 

engaged and her 

paraprofessionals know the 

routines of the classroom,floating 

around the lessons as if a very 

skilled puppeteer is manipulating 

them.  

In fact there is so much going on 

in her classroom, she says some 

people think she has no idea how 

to use technology, but Papet has 

a very different outlook on the 

subject. “A lot of people think I 

don’t know how to use a 

Smartboard, but I use songs and 

music because my students get 

enough technology at home.” 

Papet believes her classroom 

should be teacher and student 

directed, not always on the 

computer. “When a student goes 

home, they might have one or two 

siblings that mom might have to 

help, so they put my student in 

front of the T.V. or iPad, and 

that’s enough.” Papet says she 

wants her teaching and the 

student learning to come from 

her, not necessarily an electronic 

device.This all  stems from Papet’s 

start in education. When Papet 

began her career 15 years earlier, 

she was a paraprofessional in a 

classroom in Bellevil le, IL, taught 

by a teacher who was also a 

Speech and Language 

Pathologist.  “Her love and 

demeanor for students and using 

visuals was a springboard to 

develop communication skills,” 

Papet says. She wants students to 

go home, have a relationship with 

their parents, and be part of the  

the family, not just the child who 

has a communication deficit.  That 

is why Papet says she embeds 

visuals in all  of her classes. 

When asked where she gets all  of 

her ideas for visuals, songs, and  

Follow us on 

Twitter!  

  

@DCPS_EESS



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

The SPECIAL Edition Student

Spotlight shines on Jonathan

Caleb Grice.   

Caleb, as he likes to be called,

is a 22-year old student in his

final year of post-graduate

work at Alden Road  

Exceptional Student Center.

Caleb's resume is impressive

and includes work at Alden

Road on various projects and

off campus at FSCJ, UNF, and

Wal-mart. Caleb earned an

internship with the

Exceptional Education  

.  

How can I enroll my child 

with an IEP in the ESY 

summer school program? 

extended breaks, ESY may be 

appropriate.    

Services during ESY vary. 

Some students only receive 

related services, such as 

speech therapy while others 

attend full  days. The IEP 

team decides whether an 

individual student requires 

ESY and what that will  look 

like. The team, of which the 

parent is an integral 

member, will  need to answer 

very specific questions, 

supported by data, to 

determine whether ESY is 

appropriate for your child.  If  

you think your child may be 

eligible for Extended School 

Year services, ask to discuss 

it at your next meeting. If 

one is not scheduled in the 

near future, request one. 

If you have a question you 
would    l ike to "Ask the 
Director" in an upcoming 
newsletter, send your 
question via email to 
HollisC@duvalschools.org.    

Extended School year, or 

ESY as it is commonly 

referred to, is not the same 

as summer school. While it is 

an option for some students 

with IEPs, not all  students 

need or are eligible for ESY 

services. These services are 

specially designed 

instruction and/or related 

services that are part of 

your child's IEP and are 

provided at no cost to 

parents. ESY services are 

offered during times that 

school is not in session. This 

is usually in the summer 

but can also happen at other 

times. The goal of these 

services is to help the child 

maintain the skills he or she 

has gained.  

If  your child tends to lose 

significant ground over 

Student Services Department 

in 2017 and quickly became an 

important member of the 

EE/SS family. Caleb scans 

records for the department 

one day each week. He is 

dependable and hard working. 

Caleb's goals include 

increasing his employability 

skills in order to find paid 

employment after he 

completes the post-graduate 

program. We are honored to 

have Caleb on the EE/SS 

team.  

.  

Ask the 
Director
Question:  

Answer: 

McKay 
Scholarship Notification 

      If your child is in grades K-12 and 
has an Individual Education Plan 
(IEP), or 504 Accommodation Plan 
issued under §504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (with 
duration of more than six months), 
they may be eligible to participate in 
the John McKay Scholarship 
Program. 
      To find out if you child is eligible, 
you may apply for the McKay 
Scholarship Program on the School 
Choice website at 
www.floridaschoolchoice.org. Select 
the McKay Scholarships link, then 
Parents, and then the link titled 
Apply for a McKay Scholarship. 
      To learn more about your child’s 
educational options, please contact 
the Florida Department of Education, 
Office of Independent Education and 
Parental Choice Information Hotline 
at 1-800-447-1636, or visit the School 
Choice website at 
www.floridaschoolchoice.org. 
      You may also contact your school 
district’s McKay contact, Karen 
Campbell, by email 
campbellk@duvalschools.org or by 
phone 904-348-7865. 

http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/


PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT
BY AMY VALENTINE, EE/SS SUPERVISOR

     The Special Edition Program Spotlight 
features the Project SEARCH program at the 
University of North Florida. 
     Project SEARCH is a nine-month internship 
program for students with disabilities designed 
to promote competitive employment. 
     The Project SEARCH program is hosted by 
the University of North Florida where students 
are immersed in the workplace through 
participation in three distinct internship 
rotations. Duval County currently has eight 
student interns gaining employment 
experience in the Athletic Department, Dining 
Services, Student Health Services, the Health 
and Wellness Center, Media Department, 
and/or the Environmental Center. Two of our 
interns have already been offered paid 
positions at UNF upon program completion. 
The others are working with job coaches and 
are expected to have paid positions with other 
businesses throughout the county by the end 
of the current school year. 
     We are proud of our first Project SEARCH 
cohort and are excited to continue and expand 
the program in the 2018-2019 school year.

Project SEARCH interns Kayla 
Nellums, Keno Washington, and 

Teri Bell  gain valuable work 
experience through a variety of 
internships on the University   of 

North Florida Campus.

TEAM DUVAL ROCKS THE NAEP!
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), often referred to as the nation’s report card, is 
considered a yardstick of educational performance. This year’s NAEP data established Duval County Public 
Schools as a performance leader in the United States. At the national level, scores remained largely the 
same as they were in 2015. However, Duval students led the way in a number of areas. Here is a snapshot: 

These Statistics highlight the coordinated efforts that take place every day to make ALL students in Duval 
County Public Schools successful. Congratulations, TEAM DUVAL! 

DCPS 4th graders ranked #1 in Math
Duval 4th graders ranked #3 in Reading
Duval 8th graders placed in the top 10 in Math
Duval 8th graders placed #3 in Reading
African American 4th graders ranked #1 in Math
African American 8th graders ranked #1 in Reading
ESE 4th graders ranked #1 in Math and #2 in Reading
ESE 8th graders ranked #1 in Math and #2 in Reading



Helpful Links 

noun 

1. the action of state of including or of being included within a group or structure. 

inˈklo͞oZHən/

What is inclusion, anyway?  

What does inclusion look like? 

What if I have more questions?  

What if my child needs more support?  

Duval County Public Schools is a leader in inclusive practices. Over 80% of our students with 
disabilities learn alongside their non-disabled peers. Multidisciplinary teams are required to 
consider the “least restrictive environment” for all students. What does that mean? The least 
restrictive environment refers to the amount of time a student spends with non-disabled peers 
throughout their school day. For some students, this may mean a class with fewer students 
and specialized supports. However, for most students, the least restrictive environment is a 
general education classroom in their neighborhood school.

The most important thing to remember is that special education today looks very different from 
special education twenty years ago. Today’s classrooms are dynamic and student-centered. 
Special education professionals (teachers, paraprofessionals, related service providers) come 
into the general education classroom and work with small groups or individual students.

If your child receives services in an inclusive setting and is not meeting with success, there are 
several things you can do. First, talk to your child’s teacher to find out if he/she sees the same 
thing. Sometimes, minor problems are easily resolved through better communication. If 
necessary, parents can request an IEP meeting at any time to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
current services. Working collaboratively as part of your child’s IEP team is the best way to 
determine whether they need new or different services.

Your child’s teacher is always the best place to start. You can also contact an EE/SS Region 
Supervisor if you have unresolved concerns. You can find contact information in the Helpful 
Links section of this newsletter.

Duval County Public Schools  
Exceptional Education 

Student Services 
click on the box to be directed to the website

Very Special Camps  
for individuals with  

special needs

Jax4Kids 
Special Needs 

 Summer Camps 

The Child Behavior Guide

Learning Disabilities  
Reading Tutor

CARD  
Jacksonville 

Brooks Rehabilitation Adaptive 
Sports & Recreation

https://dcps.duvalschools.org/Domain/4394
http://www.veryspecialcamps.com/
https://jax4kids.com/summer-camps/categories/special-needs-camps
http://www.child-behavior-guide.com/
http://www.learning-disabilities-reading-tutor.com/
https://hscj.ufl.edu/pediatrics/autism/
https://brooksadaptivesportsandrecreation.com/

